
I knew from the moment I arrived  
at the portacabin, our HQ back  
then, this was the place I wanted 
to work - not least because of the 
amazing array of herbal teas and 
biscuits! 
I started in 2001 with my then 
colleague Mina Farenza–West, 
with whom I’d previously worked 
in palliative care. When she left, I 
promised her I’d nurture the Cherry 
Lodge dream she and Margaret 
shared to the best of my ability. I 
hope that’s what I’ve done.
I’ve learned so many things over the 
years, many of which a textbook can 
never teach you – like the fact that 

e

everything we achieve is as part of a 
team, where everyone has a role 
to play. The world of cancer is 
constantly changing, and people are 
now able to live with their disease for 
many years. I came from many years 
in palliative care and had to rethink 
my views - people do survive this 
disease and live well. 
My best memories of life at Cherry 
Lodge are the laughter, the tears and 
the caring for each other. I’ve loved 
being able to develop new projects 
without lots of red tape, working with 
fantastic volunteers and celebrating 
when members are in remission and 
able to get on with their lives once 
again. The worst moments have been 
when life is cut short too soon.
Everyone thinks working with cancer 
is depressing, but there (cont.d ...)

LATEST CL CHAT ...

LOL: Summer got off to a laugh-
out-loud start with a fantastic line-up 

of comedy talent 
including Smack 
the Pony star Fiona 
Allen (pictured) at 

our comedy night, compered by 
the lovely Sion James. Look out for 
comedy night 2025.

AGM: Our well-attended AGM 
was held in June. Copies of the 
2023 Annual Report and Financial 
Summary are available on our 
website.

DANCE NIGHT: We danced out 
summer at Cha Night in late August. 
“Keep an eye out for more Cha 
Nights next year,” says Fundraising 
Events Organiser Tina Papasavva. 

FLOWER POWER: Autumn began 
with a burst of colour at a flower 
arranging workshop run by volunteer 
(and professional florist) Iris Challis. 
Read more about it in your next 
newsletter.  
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Each issue we focus on someone who’s gone above and beyond 
for Cherry Lodge – and this time there’s no doubt where the 
spotlight should fall. Macmillan cancer information nurse  
Fiona Kiddle, who retired this summer after 23 years, tells  
her Cherry Lodge story in her own words ... 

CHERRY LODGE CHAMPION

To donate or fundraise, go to https:cherrylodgecancercare.enthuse.com/profile 
For BACS and card payments, please contact tina@cherrylodgecancercare.org.uk
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Fiona, right, with Cherry Lodge Patron 
Janet Doyle Blunden
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